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^ (the position at the distance X from the trailing end of the sheet) in the sheet conveying 

direction (step 559).- 

Page 57, replace the paragraph appearing in lines 20-27 with the following replacement 
paragraph: 

-Subsequently, the CPU 2002 determines at the step S54 whether or not this job 
has been completed* If the CPU 2002 determines that the job has been completed, 
it returns to the processing at the step S5 1 to prepare for the next job. On the 
other hand, if the CPU 2002 determines at the step S54 that the job is to be 
continued, it returns to the processing at the step S52 to continue the image 
forming operation. - 

IN THE CLAIMS: 

Kindly cancel non-elected claims 1-10, 24, and 25 without prejudice or disclaimer. 

Kindly replace claims 11-15, 18, 19, and 21 -23 with the following correspofiding 
replacement c laims: 

-IL (Amended) A sheet processing apparatus comprising 

sheet prooessingjneans for processing a sheet havipg^side edge; 

conveying means for conveying the sheet to hrprocessed by said sheet processing means; 

detecti ng means for detecting side edge^rfOie sheet, the side edge extending along a 
1 1> conveying direction of the sheet; and 

control me^S for controlling^d sheet processing means to process the sheet at a 
position based on adct^iorrrG^ said detecting means on the sheet, after adctecting 
operation by said detecting m^ns; and 

^""^ wherein said contfol means controlsjiming of the detecting operation by said detecting 
means so that said defecting means detects the side edge of the sheet atjvicinijy of a sheet 
processing poshion of the sheet at which said sheet proceSvSing means processes the sheet. 
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12. (Amended) A sheet processing apparatus according to clainiyJl, wherein said control 
means determines said timing of the detection operation of the side e^ge of the sheet by said 
detecting means, based on a length of the sheet in the conveying diicction of the sheet 

13. (Amended) A sheet processing apparatus acco|€ing to claim 11, wherein said sheet 
processing means is(adapted for processing plvix^ype^^ different lengths in the 
conveying direction of the sheets, and wherein said control means wotrols the timing of the 
detection operation of detecting the side edge of^ch of the plural types of sheets by said 
detecting means depending on the length of e^ of the plural types of sheets in the conveying 
direction of the sheets.^ 

14. (Amended) A sheet preceding apparatus according to claim 13, wherein if the sheet 
process is carried out on a sheet of /first size or a sheet of a second size having a larger length in 
the conveying direction of the sheets than said sheet of the first size, said control means delays 
the timing of the detection operation of detectbg the side edge of the said sheet of the second 
size with respect to the timjng of the detection operation of detecting the side edge of said sheet 
of Ihe first size. 

15. (Amendecl) A sheet processing apparahis according to claim 13^ wherein said control 
means sets the tinnng of the detection operation of detecting the side edge of each of said plural 
types of sheetspy said detecting means to different values of liming according to the different 
lengths of sajfl plural types of sheets in the conveying direction of the sheets such that the 
detection ^the side edge of each of the sheets is always carried out at the location close to said 
sheet prdcessing position.- 



"18. (Amended) A she^rocessing apparatus according to claim 17, wherein said 
control means is responsive^ the detection of the side edge of the sheet by said detecting means, 
for moving said sheet pmcessing means together with said detecting means. 
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19. (Ainended) A sheet processing apparatus acpefditig to claim 11, wherein said control 
means causes said sheet processing means to pro^e^sthe sheet without stopping the conveyance 
of the sheet by said conveying means.-- 



(Amended) A sheet processing apparatus accordip^o claim 11, wherein said sheet 
processing means processes the sheet without executing a s&et aligning process on the sheet. 



22. (Amended) A sheet processing appamtiis according to daim 11, wherein said sheet 
processing apparatus isi^pted for to an im Wforming apparatus for forming images on a sheet, 
and wherein said sheet processing means ^cesses the sheet supplied from said image forming 
apparatus. 



23. (Amended) A sheet^rocessing apparatus according to daim 22, wherein said control 
means controls tinimg the of ocessing of the sheet by said sheet processing means together with 
the timing of detection^the side edge of the sheet by said detecting means, such that said sheet 
processing means ra^icesses the sheet having an image formedsurface thereof fadng downward 
at a trailing.end^creof.- 



Kindly add new claims 26-35 a$ follows: 



"26. (New) A sheet processing apparatus apBCSfBing to claim 1 1, wherein said sheet 
processing means processes the sheet at a vignffjTpf a trailin g end o f the sheet, and wherein said 
control means controls the timing of^je^tecting operation by said detecting means so that said 
detecting means detects the sid^^e of the sheet at the vidnity of the trailing end of the sheet. 



27 (New) A^et processing apparatus according to claim 11, wherein said detecting 
means is ^ngyaljrffe in aj vidth d irection with respect to the conveying direction of the sheet 
conveyed ^^j^aid conveying means. 
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28. (New) A sheet processing apparatus according to claim 27ywherein said detecting 
means is movable in the width direction together with said sheet protessing means. 

29. (New) A sheet processing apparatus according to cjmm 11, wherein said sheet 
processing means punches holes through the sheet. 

30. (New) A sheet processing apparatus according to claim 29, wherein the holes are 
aligned along a direction that is perpendicular to the oofeveying direction of the sheet. 

31* (New) A sheet processing apparatus a(^rding to claim 28, wherein said sheet 
processing means punches holes through the she 

32, (New) A sheet processing apparatQs according to daim 31, wherein the holes are 
aligned along a^dii^ti^^ that is perpendicu^ to the conveying direction of the sheet. 

33. (New) A sheet processing anf)aratus comprising: 
a sheet processor^for processing ajhcct having ajideedge;^ 
a conveyor for conveying the sfldeet to said sheet processor; 

a^ctector for detecting the s^de edge of the sheet, the side edge of the sheet e xtendi ng^ 
along a conveying direction of theysheet; and 

a controller for controlling said sheet processor to process the sheet to a position based on 
a detection result of said detector on the sheet, after a detecting operation by said detector, 

wherein said controUot controls timing of the detecting operation by said detector so that 
said detector detects the sid^ edge of the sheet at a vicinity of a sheet processing position of the 
sheet at which said sheet n^cessor processes the sheel.- 



34. (New) A slfeet processing apparatus according to claim 33, wherein said sheet 
processing means puifches boles through the sheet. 
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